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Welcome back! Another school year, another year of newsletter editions :) First and

foremost I would like to say thank you to the new The Columns team members, and

congratulate my new Co-Deputy Editors, Isla Watson & Zara Taylor on their new roles!

Furthermore, I would like to welcome all of the new pupils and staff to our HSD

community - I hope you have all settled in! 

Our glorious Summer of ‘21 may be over, but we have so much to look forward to in this

coming term. It’s only been 2 weeks, but before we know it, house competitions and

rivalry will be back - in my opinion this year WILL be Wallace’s year; cocurricular clubs

will return; and seagulls will be chasing us around the playground, desperate for our

McDonalds chips ;) I’ve not missed the necessary constant dodging of footballs in the

playground, however sitting next to my friends in classes and sunbathing on the pillars

at lunch has made me feel back at home, for the 5th year in a row. I hope you have all

had a fantastic 2 weeks, and continue to have a really great year!  

HSD‘s newsletter  by pupils; for pupils

Editor-in-chief, Sahar Jafferbhoy 

I s l a  W a t s o n ,  C o - D e p u t y  E d i t o r  

the town that disappeared...

In 2007, a small town in Australia, Witternoom, officially ceased to
exist. During the 30’s, 40’s, 50’s and 60’s, the town had a very
successful mine that funded the lives of it’s 20,000 people.
Unfortunately, the mine happened to be a blue asbestos mine.
The mines were shut down in 1966 after it was discovered that
the reason that people were getting sick was because of the air
that was and still is contaminated with carcinogenic fibres. Mine
workers, residents and even people who had just stopped by for
a couple of hours had all died a horrible death due to this
polluted air. Australia’s response was to completely erase the
town from existence. Orders were given to move everyone out of
the town, demolish all structures and infrastructure and close off
all road access to Witternoom. The town was taken off the power
grid in 2006, leaving the few remaining residents with no
electricity. As of 2015, there were only 5 permanent residents left
in the failed mining town.



qnlabs

I am delighted to be able to contribute to this first edition of the new
session and to give a warm welcome to the new Editorial Team. They
have already been hard at work ensuring that this, for-pupils-by-
pupils magazine, continues to reflect current issues and areas for
action for our whole community. I hope that you feel inspired to get
involved and contribute!
We exist in a global community and over the past week the situation
in Afghanistan has raised some fundamental questions of our
responsibility for other human beings. Many of the High School
Family have family members and friends who are directly affected as
events unfold. I know that you will support them, give them a chance
to talk so that we can learn, from them, the real human issues which
affect us alland take positive action. There are many serious issues
that need your voice. Working towards a fully inclusive community
that acts sustainably to address the climate emergency and gives
back to our communities, we are going to be asking for you to step
forward and take part.
As I said in the whole Senior Years Assembly last week, I want to
remind you about the importance of treating those around you with
kindness. We have welcomed new members of our community and I
know that you will want this to be the very best experience possible.
Be a good friend, reach out, think how you would want to be treated,
and act to stand up for that at all times. Look out for each other and
be open to different ideas, cultures, views and experiences. Don’t
stand by and accept any form of racism, discrimination, or bullying.
Call it out, report it and be an ‘upstander’. If we can do this here in
our own school community, then we can build real respect for each
other, affect real change for good, and carry this forward into our
local, national and global communities.
At the start of this new session, we can look forward to the return of
many of the things that are part and parcel of life here at the school.
I hope that you also remember what the past 18 months have
taught us about what is important, and that we value it just that little
bit more. The opportunity to learn together, to get involved, to
champion one another, to challenge ourselves and to embrace
failure on the way to success is more important than ever. 
I look forward to continuing to hear of your adventures, towatching
you joining in, and to making the most of all that is on offer here at
the School. May there be many opportunities to celebrate your
fantastic achievements!
All good wishes for Session 2021-22! 
 

Mrs Hudson’s WelcomeMrs Hudson’s WelcomeMrs Hudson’s Welcome

Back Message!!Back Message!!Back Message!!    



In the wake of what has been a glorious summer and a
successful Olympic run for many athletes at the Tokyo 2020
Olympics, not all have enjoyed this experience. For
Belarusian Olympic sprinter Krystsina Tsimanouskaya, it was
a much more dangerous affair. After refusing to run the
4x400m relay, an event she was not familiar with, whilst
getting no response from her coaches, frustrated and
confused, Tsimanouskaya released a video venting about
her situation to Instagram. This is when she was then met
with the prospect of being fired and possibly imprisoned if
she did not remove the video. The following mayhem that
ensued; as Belarusian officials tried to force her onto a flight
back to Belarus thankfully ended with Tsimanouskaya being
placed in Japanese police custody. The athlete and her
husband - who also fled the country - now live in Poland
together with Humanitarian Visas as they try to piece their
lives back together, exiled from their homeland.
 
However, Tsimanouskaya is only one of thousands that have
been fleeing the country after the events that occurred last
Autumn. Many claim that the last election, re-electing
Belarus President Alexander Lukashenko, was rigged as he
won with a landslide 80% vote share.The Lukashenko regime
has continued many Soviet era policies and has clamped
down on civil liberties for years. For example, the
continuation of state-owned industries that are prevalent in
the economy and the use of many Communist era symbols,
traditions and narratives that were formed during those
times. One statement by the United Nations Human Rights
Office suggested that those who have opposed the regime,
even just by protest, have faced extreme prosecution and
that there were 450 cases of violent behaviour towards
detainees, behaviour including, torture and sexual
assault. This has made public dissent difficult as those
who remain are scared of speaking out and are nervous 
of questioning this violation of Freedom of Speech 
which has triggered many nations across the globe 
to place sanctions on the country.

Running, Regimes, and theRunning, Regimes, and theRunning, Regimes, and the
Belarusian ProtestsBelarusian ProtestsBelarusian Protests      

Zara Taylor, Co-Deputy Editor 



On the 5th of August 2021 FC Barcelona announced the departure
of Lionel Messi, a star player for many years. A Barcelona club
statement announced that, "despite FC Barcelona and Lionel
Messi having reached an agreement and the clear intention of
both parties to sign a new contract today, this cannot happen
because of financial and structural obstacles (Spanish Liga
regulations).” As a result of this situation, Messi shall not be staying
on at FC Barcelona. Both parties deeply regret that the wishes of
the player and the club will ultimately not be fulfilled.
Online critics were quick to blame the greed of other players and
Messi himself, as many began to question why he wasn’t willing to
play for free as he is already immensely wealthy. To answer this,
you have to look at the La Liga rules; which state that any player
contract has to be worth a minimum of 50% of the player's
previous wage. Messi, who previously earned roughly £60 million
in 2020, was willing to take a 50% cut for his 2021 contract but it
proved that even this was not financially feasible.
Shockingly, Barcelona president Joan Laporta revealed that the
Spanish club lost a staggering £412m during the 2020-2021
season due to the coronavirus pandemic - in addition to the poor
decisions made by clubs officials - the club has been led down into
a deep rabbit hole, resulting in them being in debt of over £1
billion.
Furthermore, the departure of Messi is expected to cost the club
over £130 million in brand value. Messi’s shirt sales alone
reportedly generated over a whopping £170 million, of which the
club received about £25 million. It’s also difficult to predict how the
club will perform on the pitch without Messi, but it’s fair to say that
he has had a large impact on how they have performed as a team.
Messi’s social media presence will also have a huge impact on
revenue as his 255 million Instagram followers compared to
Barcelona’s 100 million followers allowed Barcelona to bring many
more sponsorships in, showing the sheer value he can bring to a
club just from his follower count alone. Currently, Lionel Messi has
signed a 2 year contract with the French team Paris Saint-Germain
with an insane approximate salary of £30 million a year including
bonuses.

Prithvi Sudarshan 
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Mrs Watson’s back it again
with her utterly dreadful

weekly jokes! I’m 99%
definite that they’ve

somehow gotten worse over
the Summer... 

BARCELONA FC’S LOSS OF THEIRBARCELONA FC’S LOSS OF THEIRBARCELONA FC’S LOSS OF THEIR
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Reading while
sunbathing makes you

well red.

A bicycle can’t stand on
its own because it is

two tired.

Time flies like an
arrow. Fruit flies like a

banana.



I, Robot?  

We’ve all seen - if not heard of - Isaac Asimov’s classic sci-fi, ‘I, Robot,’ starring Will Smith.
The classic film from 2004, is set in a futuristic world filled with highly intelligent robots
which fill public service positions throughout the world, operating under three rules to
keep humans safe. When a misunderstanding leads to the death of Detective Del
Spooner’s (played by Will Smith) daughter; all evidence leads to USR’s latest model, a NS-5
robot. The robot, Sonny, is a specially built NS-5 with higher-grade materials as well as a
secondary processing system that allows him to ignore the Three Laws. This new breed of
robots quickly begin destroying their predecessors before exercising a curfew and a
lockdown on the human population.
Perhaps fantasy is about to become reality...
 

On August 19th Elon Musk claimed that Tesla may launch a humanoid robot as early as in
the new year. Yet perhaps this is just another promise not to be carried out. Critics were
quick to voice their skepticism on the companies AI developments, with many referencing
Musks 2014 warning that there was a, “risk of something seriously dangerous happening,”
in terms of a general Artificial Intelligence that could become hostile towards humanity in
the future. Breaching his original declaration of a five year span by two years; the
billionaire has apparently changed his tune, claiming the “Tesla Bot” is intended to be
friendly and aims to do repetitive, boring and dangerous tasks - Musk simultaneously
boasting it’s ‘profound implications’ for the economy.
 
However, unlike Elon’s ‘Optimus,’ you’ll be glad to hear that the robots Will Smith
encountered, looked like humans and instead of being made of metals they were made of
a complex chemical batter. Although much more efficient than Optimus, they were far
more homicidal. So perhaps, we’re safe for now.
 

Phoebe Jennings



Opium, famously used in the production of heroin, has long played
a supporting role in the Afghan conflict. However today,
Afghanistans abundance of poppy opium has moved to centre
stage. Narcotics have helped worsen the corruption of the Afghan
government, deepened bonds between the Taliban and drug
traffickers along the Pakistan-Afghanistan border, and began to
change the nature of the insurgency - from one predominantly
based on ideology, to one increasingly driven by profit.
Estimates of the Talibans share (per annum) of the illicit drug
economy range between $100m-$400m. Poppy opium - produced
or protected in some way by the Taliban - supplies the vast
majority of the worldwide illicit heroin trade - and with the demand
for opium only growing, the Taliban’s power and influence will only
continue to grow as well. This has had a devastating impact on the
world; by growing an already dangerous narcotics market that has
funded the Taliban and their terrible reign, they have reached as
far as Dundee’s drug market, which may soon be flooded with
more heroin. Previously, there was some cultivation in
government- controlled regions, however, with the recent fall of
the Afghan government, all opium production in the country will
be controlled by the Taliban, growing both the Taliban's economic
strength and the wider global heroin market.
After three decades of conflict, the opium trade has become more
embedded in the politics of the region. It is alleged that corrupt
officials within the Kabul government, the Afghan National Police
(ANP), and various provincial administrations were also in the pay
of opium traffickers. With recent reports suggesting that a few
senior officials also engaged in drug trafficking, before the
downfall of the government. This new profit driven (rather than
purely ideological) insurgency swayed previously neutral, and even
some previous US-allied government officials, to recognise the
Taliban with some even welcoming them with open arms. This
corruption may have sped up the fall of the Kabul government,
leading to its fall in just two weeks to insurgent forces, having an
immeasurable impact on those unable to escape the country.

The Heroin Trail; From the Crisis inThe Heroin Trail; From the Crisis in

Afghanistan, to the streetsAfghanistan, to the streets  

of Dundeeof Dundee  
Ruby McIntee



Khichuri is a staple dish in Bangladesh - uniting basmati rice with protein-rich
lentils, as well as a blend of the spices characteristic of South Asian cuisine - and
can typically be eaten for any meal of the day. The rice can be plated by itself or
with accompaniments, such as: eggs, aubergine, fish, meat. This recipe takes
around 30 minutes and serves 6.

A Classic Khichuri RecipeA Classic Khichuri RecipeA Classic Khichuri Recipe
Anisha Azad

 
2 cups basmati rice
1 cup yellow lentils
1⁄2 cup red lentils
1 medium onion, sliced 1 tsp garlic paste
1 tsp ginger paste
1 1⁄2 tsp chilli powder
1 tsp turmeric
1 tsp cumin powder
1 tsp coriander powder 5 cloves
1 Bay leaf
2 cardamom pods
1 stick cinnamon
5 whole black peppers 3 tbsp neutral oil
3 tsp salt
7 cups hot water

Wash and drain rice and lentils.
 
In a pan, over a medium flame, heat oil until bubbles appear on the surface. Add the onion and whole
spices: cloves, bay leaf, cardamom, cinnamon and black peppers.
 
When the onion takes on a golden colour, add the ginger and garlic paste. Fry for 1 to 2 minutes. Add
about a 1⁄4 cup of water to prevent burning.
 
Add all spices: chilli, turmeric, cumin, coriander. Stir well and fry for a few minutes.
 
Add rice, lentils and salt. Stir everything well and fry for 4 to 5 minutes. Add the 7 cups of hot water.
 
After the water has been absorbed, turn the heat to low, add a lid to your pan and let simmer for 10
minutes.
 
Serve and enjoy!

Method:

ingredients:



Canva  

 

Wishing you all a
relaxing weekend,

hopefully filled
with fun with

family and friends,
and perhaps some
hockey and rugby

wins too...!?
It’s been a full-on

two weeks, and we
all deserve a wee
break! Hopefully,
nobody has too

many Firefly tasks
to complete over
the weekend, so

soak in the
Scottish sunshine,

and take some
time for yourself :)  

enjoy you
r

enjoy you
r

enjoy you
r

weekend!weekend!weekend!   

 
Here in 2021, the confines of conventionality have slowly been loosened.
Our faces are starting to stretch the jail bars, and there is a new sense of
hope as people lose the need to hide themselves. Over the decades, the
struggle to conform has been extremely overwhelming. This can be seen
when you look at many of the prominent social movements, such as:
feminism, LGBTQ+ rights, Black Lives Matter, which are all striving for
freedom from the conformities placed upon them. As much as these
conversations have an extremely important place, I think it's important that
we also strip back to how conventionality affects us individually.
I have found recently, especially in the creative sphere, people who
transcend the idea of convention live a very different life. They have this
overwhelming sense of self and that often comes across very visually in their
fashion. Style is important to them but so personal. Those who live free of
convention look only to themselves for what is stylish. When people wear
what they want and what they feel is stylish, they in turn appear more stylish
due to the confidence wearing what they like brings. If you look at fashion
made for the runway, it does all it can to break convention and create
something brand new. So who are we fooling by staying within the
conventions of everyday fashion? If you were to be unconventional, you
would immediately follow the idea of ‘Wear what you like, when you like.’
Although, even then it’s really hard for most to be able to do so confidently.
We can’t always change our mindsets. Somewhere in every person is a
desire to fit in somewhere, but I ask you to think about where that is. In
regards to conventionality, who decided what is conventional? Much of what
is seen as conventional is what society deems acceptable, which often
comes from strange places. For example, the topic of men wearing dresses
has support from many online but often, in real life, it is not so simple. A
man in a dress who walks the city is bound to be judged, looked at funny,
sometimes harassed, and for what reason? One argument is that this
attitude comes from a place of deep-rooted misogyny. If we look at history,
men wore dresses and heels as a sign of manliness! But the second it was
seen as feminine, that trend wore out. It would seem that this convention
comes from the negative connotations associated with femininity. So, if you,
a man, thought about wearing a dress, what’s stopping you?
You can break down many of these conventions in a similar way, and decide
for yourself what works for you. But by breaking down conventions it shows
just how pointless conventionality is. Humanity itself is a spectrum of
personality, vibrant in itself and I don't believe that conventions have the
power to limit that. Life and this world should be as vibrant and beautiful as
humanity itself, each person representing their experience with pride and
acceptance. Of course this isn’t easy, so let’s make it easier for the next
generation. Let’s teach children that no convention can represent them,
allow for them to express themselves fully, and maybe we will live in a world
that does not concede to convention.
 

 

EDITOR’S

NOTE
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Sahar Jafferbhoy

To Be Freed FromTo Be Freed From
ConventionConvention

Finlay DeVale


